
	  

	  

Lawrence Hill’s Any Known Blood 15th Stop 
on Canada’s Literary Trail 

 
Oakville, Ontario—On October 5, author Lawrence Hill will join Oakville mayor Rob 
Burton to unveil the 15th marker on Canada’s growing literary trail: an installation for 
Hill’s Oakville-based novel Any Known Blood. Members of the public are invited to 
attend the ceremony, which will take place on the corner of King and Navy Streets, on 
the grounds of the Oakville Museum, at 1 p.m. 
 
Project Bookmark Canada is a nationally registered charity that is building Canada’s 
literary trail by placing text from stories and poems in the exact Canadian locations 
where the literary scenes take place. The organization calls these installations 
“Bookmarks.” The goal is to create a network of hundreds of Bookmark sites, so that 
Canadians and visitors can read their way across the country. 
 
“I like to call it the anti-historical plaque,” says Miranda Hill, founder and executive 
director of Project Bookmark Canada. “A Bookmark marks the places where the real 
and imagined landscapes meet. It’s a monument to what didn’t happen here.”  
 
Still, says Hill, “Often our authors have used facts to spark their imaginations, to tell a 
story that has roots in the actual history of the community where they’re set. That’s 
certainly the case with this Bookmark from Any Known Blood.” 
 
Any Known Blood tells the story of five generations of a black family moving back and 
forth across the Canada-US border. The Bookmarked section of the story focuses on an 
enslaved man who escapes to freedom on the Underground Railroad, with thanks to 
the real-life historical figure Captain Robert Wilson, a Great Lakes sea captain who 
lived in Oakville.  
 
Oakville Mayor Rob Burton says he is delighted to see Oakville take its place on 
Canada’s literary trail and also to have this fascinating piece of Oakville history 
reflected in the downtown core. “Oakville is a very engaged community, interested in 
exploring and reflecting the arts and our history,” says Mayor Burton. “This installation 
recognizes both.”  
 
Enthusiasm from the town, the Oakville Museum and members of the community was 
instrumental in securing this first Oakville Bookmark. The seed of the idea for the 
Bookmark was planted a few years ago when Hill visited a local book club to discuss 
his Oakville-based novel. That group made an initial gift toward the installation, and 



	  

	  

recently a number of Oakville residents gathered in one of the town’s historic homes to 
complete the fundraising. 
 
Any Known Blood author Lawrence Hill says he’s delighted with the support the story 
has received in the community, both now, with the installation of the Bookmark, and 
when he was writing the book. Hill lived in Oakville while he was researching and 
writing Any Known Blood, and he drew on local archives, including those at the 
Oakville Museum.  
 
“It seems fitting that the Bookmark will stand on the grounds of the Oakville Museum, a 
place where people can find out more about the history of Oakville’s black 
community,” says the author. Hill says that discovering that Oakville served as a minor 
terminus on the Underground Railroad sparked his imagination. “It made me look at 
the town a little differently, to see characters and stories beyond the ones I was 
experiencing in my day-to-day life in Oakville,” says Hill.  
 
Following the unveiling, attendees are invited to gather at the museum for a brief 
reception, and to view exhibits on Oakville’s black community and on the 
Underground Railway. 
 
But Hill’s day in Oakville doesn’t end there. On the evening of October 5, Hill appears 
at the Oakville Centre for the Performing Arts to discuss his newest novel, The Illegal, 
the story of a man on the run in a country hostile to refugees. “It’s a very different 
book—set in a fictional country, in the future—but it draws on many of the same 
themes of belonging.”  
 
The event is a joint presentation of the Oakville Centre for the Performing Arts, the 
Oakville Public Library and A Different Drummer Books. For tickets, please call, 905-815-
2021 or visit http://www.oakvillecentre.ca/whats-on/buy-tickets.html 
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For information on Project Bookmark Canada, please contact: 
 
Kate Burgess 
Project Bookmark Canada 
343-333-2226 
kate.burgess@projectbookmarkcanada.ca 
 
 


