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Five Days in October

The Letter

Between October 1 and 5th, two new stops were added  

on Canada’s literary trail. 

On October 1, in Port Hastings, Nova Scotia, members 

of Alistair MacLeod’s family were on hand to unveil the 

Bookmark for No Great Mischief. The Bookmark can be 

found at the Nova Scotia Visitor Information Centre just 

over the Canso Causeway. MacLeod’s stories introduced 

readers around Canada and the world to Cape Breton 

and its people, so it seems fitting that visitors and those 

returning to the island will be greeted by his words. 

Five days later in Oakville, Ontario, Lawrence Hill was 

joined by Oakville Mayor Rob Burton as they unveiled the 

Bookmark for Any Known Blood at King and Navy Streets, 

on the grounds of the Oakville Museum. The novel tells 

the story of five generations of a black family moving 

back and forth across the American border, and the 

Bookmarked passage is in the voice of a traveller on  

the Underground Railroad. 

Both Bookmarks were wonderful collaborative efforts.  

See our list of supporters inside. 

Hey, did you see our new website? Thanks to Visual Creative for the sleek new design.

Bookmark founder Miranda Hill and Anita MacLeod, wife of  
the late Alistair MacLeod, at the unveiling of Bookmark #14:  
No Great Mischief

Oakville Mayor Rob Burton congratulates author Lawrence Hill on 
the unveiling of Bookmark #15: Any Known Blood

http://projectbookmarkcanada.ca
http://projectbookmarkcanada.ca
http://visualcreative.net
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GROWING  
OUR DATABASE 
Join our growing number of Citizen 
Readers by making a suggestion 
for a fictional passage or a poem to 
Bookmark. The passage may be up to 
500 hundred words, and must happen 
in an exact, identifiable Canadian 
location. Remember that Project 
Bookmark Canada marks imagined 
scenes in real places — so no non-
fiction please. (We love it. We read it. 
We don’t Bookmark it.) 

WELCOME HALIFAX 
READING CIRCLE 
One of the best outcomes of our first 
Bookmark in Nova Scotia, is that it 
won’t be our last! In Halifax, fans of 
Project Bookmark Canada are working 
to identify more potential passages and 
sites across the province. Thank you to 
our newest Citizen Readers for helping 
to extend our Canadian literary trail. 

The Slow Now 
On November 8th, a group of people met in the chilly fall air at Bookmark #6, 

for Anne Michaels Fugitive Pieces. They were there to experience “The Slow Now” 

an audio podcast created by artist Angela Shackel of Lipstick Studios, for the 

Koffler Centre and Project Bookmark Canada. 

The passage on the Bookmark is about a young immigrant to Canada, 

who is singing his folk songs as he walks through the neighbourhood at 

night. Suddenly he realizes that he has an audience of people sitting on their 

dark porches. They are immigrants too, from other countries. They cannot 

understand his language, but they know his story. 

“The Slow Now” is about listening intently, and looking to the deeper layers of 

meaning and story – in this case, in the area around the Bookmark. The audio 

walk is a magical portal into a space you may think you know, that can be 

experienced right there. Download it now.

We’d like to thank Anne Michaels for lending her words and her voice to the 

production, and the Ontario Trillium Foundation for making possible this 

extension of the story that the Bookmark tells.

projectbookmarkcanada.ca

MERGING HISTORY AND STORY IN OLD OAKVILLE
Lots of events might be called “one of a kind,” but this September Bookmark was the beneficiary of a very special fundraiser 

when the current owners of a historic home in Oakville hosted an event in support of the Any Known Blood Bookmark. The 

home once belonged to Captain Robert Wilson, a Great Lakes sailor and a supporter of the Underground Railway, which 

brought people escaping slavery to safety. The house and the Captain are both part of Lawrence Hill’s novel, but even Hill had 

never been inside. Thank you so much to our hosts, the organizers, violinist Leslie Ashworth, and all the night’s attendees. 

http://www.projectbookmarkcanada.ca/suggest-a-bookmark-form
http://www.koffler.digital/theslownow/
http://www.koffler.digital/theslownow/
http://www.koffler.digital/download/the-slow-now/
http://projectbookmarkcanada.ca
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A Toast—from Coast to Coast to Coast 
Our country is big and broad — and that’s a great thing. But it means we can’t 

always get to every party. On the evening of October 1st, Bookmark invited 

Canadians to join in the celebration for the newly Bookmarked Alistair MacLeod 

and #RaiseAGlass4Alistair. From 7-9pm in each time zone, readers celebrated 

the man, the teacher, and the writer via social 

media, with the incomparable Shelagh Rogers 

as our Twitter Toastmaster. 

The biggest gathering of MacLeod celebrants 

was in Halifax at the Company House, at an event 

organized by the Writers’ Federation of Nova 

Scotia, in support of Bookmark. There, writers 

Sheree Fitch, Donna Morrissey and Stephanie 

Domet, and fiddler Wendy MacIsaac orchestrated 

the celebrations. Or maybe the number there was rivalled by the huge clan of 

MacLeods — three generations — who gathered on the island to raise their own 

glasses and watch the love from across the country come pouring in. 

And it did. #RaiseAGlass4Alistair was trending on Twitter, while tweets came from 

Newfoundland to the Northwest Territories to Riding Mountain National Park to 

Vancouver, where they unfurled a tartan in Alistair’s honour. There was so much 

joy, in fact, that it took till the next morning for Shelagh Rogers to choose the 

“winning” tweet. Some Cape Breton specialties are on their way to Sheldon Stone 

and Gary Noel. 

Thanks everyone who participated. Said family and friends of this virtual wake, 

“Alistair would have loved it.” We did too.

Sheree Fitch
@sherfitch

Scotch on “The Rock” 
@BookmarkCanada  
#RaiseaGlass4Alistair  
Remembering fondly his 
readings  @WritersAtWP  
@RogersShelagh

Sheldon Stone   
@GrosMorneStone

Yes.”All of us r better when we’re loved.” Grateful 4 
#RaiseAGlass4Alistair Me & author Donna M  
@wfns @BookmarkCanada

Jim MacLeod  
@jimmcmac14

Cheers from 
Calgary to my 
Cousins and  
an incredible man!! 
#raiseaglass4alistair

Lily Gontard
@lilyofthenorth

@RogersShelagh 
In the #Yukon we 
#RaiseaGlass4Alistair. 
And yes, that is a  
snow-covered canoe 
in the background

http://projectbookmarkcanada.ca
http://projectbookmarkcanada.ca
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23raiseaglass4alistair&src=typd


BOOKMARK TAKES 
TO THE STREET
(AND THE PARK)
Project Bookmark Canada has been 

meeting readers and community 

members in their spaces these past 

few months, with appearances at 

Toronto’s Word on the Street and at 

Oakville’s Emancipation Day picnic. 

This outreach was made possible by 

a bright display courtesy of volunteer 

Sylvia Edwards, the exuberant 

zeal of board members Hughena 

Matheson and Linda Hughes, and 

communications back-up from Kate 

Burgess and Beatrice Freedman.

WE’VE BEEN 
NOTICED! 

Thanks to Write Magazine, the 

publication of the Writers’ Union of 

Canada, for profiling us in the  

Fall 2015 issue.

To make a donation or suggestion,  
and to find out more, visit us at: 
projectbookmarkcanada.ca 
twitter: @BookmarkCanada
facebook.com/ProjectBookmarkCanada

Project Bookmark Canada

154 Dalewood Crescent 

Hamilton, ON  L8S 4B7 

905-975-1797An agency of the Government of Ontario.
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario.

Congratulations to:
Anna Ling Kaye, Bookmark VP for 

her shortlisting for the McClelland & 

Stewart / Writers’ Trust of Canada 

Journey Prize 

Megan Gail Coles, board member, for 

being selected for the Five x Five award 

for emerging artists, from the Writers’ 

Trust of Canada

Allegra Swanson, board member, on 

her wedding – woot!

Anne Michaels, Bookmarked author 

for Fugitive Pieces (Bookmark #6, 

College and Manning, Toronto), on 

her appointment as Toronto’s new 

poet laureate 

In Our  
Good Books 
Sylvia Edwards, for sewing the 

Bookmark presentation cloth 

Hughena Matheson, board member, for 

her tireless endorsement of Bookmark 

through Cape Breton media 

Linda Hughes, Bookmark board 

secretary, for making the right call to 

bring Oakville organizers together 

For answering that call: Don Pangman, 

Cari Maclean, Terry Smith and 

Francine Landry, Jennifer Dougherty 

and Jeremy Schaal 

Gary Walsh and Jeanette MacDonald 

of the Cabot Trail Writers Festival for 

being a driving force toward the first 

Bookmark in the Maritimes

Bill Nesbitt, Museum Supervisor, 

Oakville Museum, whose enthusiastic 

response to the idea of a Bookmark, 

inspired a team

Mary Tulle, for connections, 

contributions and laughter 

Ian Elliot at A Different Drummer Books 

for selling books at the Oakville unveiling 

Sophie McCall, professor at SFU, for 

helping us build our reading list of 

Aboriginal literature

http://tinyurl.com/q9b69cg
http://projectbookmarkcanada.ca
https://twitter.com/BookmarkCanada
https://www.facebook.com/ProjectBookmarkCanada/


DONORS: BOOKMARK #14
NO GREAT MISCHIEF 
by Alistair MacLeod

Good Foundation Inc.

Writers’ Federation of Nova Scotia

Destination Cape Breton Association

Cabot Trail Writers’ Festival

Sarah Emsley

Hughena Matheson

Caroline Matheson

Anne Emery

Don Oravec & Jim Harper

Peter & Bernadette Kahnert

Susan Lightstone

John Godfrey

Anita Lahey

Donna Stackhouse

Faris Shammas

Monique Nemni

Larry Murray

Paul Coghill

George Goodwin

Brett Murray

Stephanie Morley

David Wilson

Georgina Fitzgerald

Julia Thomson

Harvey Swedlove

Richard Sobkiewicz

Elizabeth Muggah

Alphonsus Walsh

projectbookmarkcanada.ca

http://projectbookmarkcanada.ca


DONORS  BOOKMARK 
#15 ANY KNOWN BLOOD
by Lawrence Hill

The Town of Oakville

Whole Foods Market

ReMax Aboutowne

Terry Smith

Francine Landry

France Fournier

Don Pangman

Jennifer Doherty

Jeremy Schaal

Mags Shorey

Lee Anne Downey

Cari MacLean

Kathy Hannay

Lana Hockey

Anne Hood

Jane Sandercock Ho

Barbara Renshaw 

Walker

Blythe Ward

Martha Campbell

Gord & Lynda Phippen

Vanessa Barr

Sue Bartholomew

John Burega

Gemma Hagerman

Michael Shaen

Anita Mackey

Lee & Joanne Farrow

Stephanie Leggett

Maggie Goh

Lynn & Howard 

Lightfoot

Leslie Ann Bent

Andy Smith

Silvia Edwards

Hughena Matheson

Kristen Knott

Mary Beth Doolittle

Marilyn Weber

Janet Andrews

June & Ian Cockwell

Kerry & John Houlding

Jane Hawkrigg  

Jamie Macrae

Patti Harbman

Kim Bernhardt

projectbookmarkcanada.ca

http://projectbookmarkcanada.ca
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